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From the minute it hecama generally
known that Speaker Thomas B. Reed, of
Maine, had decided ta retire from the
Speakerstilp there ensued the hinttest
kind of a fight to name his succensor as
@penker of the House of Representa-
tives, & position which he has held mo
long. Each parly haa its factions and
each faction hos fts candidate (for the
Bpeakership: and it fs with the utmost
impationce that they wall to see who will
be appointed at the opening of the first
regular sesalon of the Fifty-sixth Con-

BTess,

There In Congressman Sesreno E.
Payne, who Is Jooking out for the place,
and James 8. Sherman, of New York,
who has what ta called a “ehance™

Ambitious 1llinols brings out its two
eandidates In Coangressman Joseph G
Cannon, of Danville, and Albert J. Hop-
Rins, of Aurors. Bolh of these gentle.
men have served In Congress, Cannon
having entared In  the Fifty-fourth
House, as also did Hopkine,

A man who is vory strong is General
Qroavenor, of Ohlo, who was the spokes-
man for Presidont Mekinleys on the floor
of the Youse, Grosvenor has been in
Washingion since 1858 and has a very
Iarge following among the MeKinley He-
publicans  besides & preat influetice,
among government offlc Taaln,

General David B. Henderson ia promi-
nently mentloned, ang another man, wil-
Pam MHepburn, frequently tulkod nhout.
Hephurn entered Congresas from Clarinda,
Jowa, In 1%, and Hendorson came (o
yeprasent his Sain in the Fifty.fourth
THouse, One of the objeotinns to Grogva-
nor s ®ald 1o be that he is specially of-
fensive to Tlatt hecauis of the invectlva
the Ohloan hurled at Flart in answer to
the atiacks tho latter made upon McKin.
ley in 1%

The Platt man 1s «ald 1o
Payne, of Auburn, who sucensled
tate Nolson Tingler ps chalrman ol the
Houss Commitien on Ways sid Means

Though Cangressman Sherman hnw
soitElit to ha  perecabls to both  Platt
and anti-Platt Jenders at the sama time,
the fact that Cangressman Jamea J, fol-
den and other Plnft haters are backing
him, and Induced Wim to retire as United

1o Sprano F.
the

Binies General Appralsser to run for
Speaker, hus not helped ‘him to secure
the supoprt of the “Boss.”

Thera 15 tha rumor of &
which hints at Reed for th
eandidate Tor 190, Phatt's
for Congressman Payne. of Aubur
Tieed's preferonce is  for :
New York, but the Demoerats who are
witehing things closely gay that Heed
will go over to FPlatt's man If Platt will
theow his Influence in for Teed so that
he will have a chance for the White
Housa n year henee,

ANl this 15 gpolltical gosalp and you
must not ket 1t down as troth: but it was
tha talk In Wall straet and the talk In
frant of Capltel HHL and we poor mor-
tals ean listan and think.

Thamas Tt Reed, tha man whosa roe-
tirement occnsiona mo muoch  stir, was
horn in Portland, Mnalne, in the fall of
160, 1f he Hves on untl]l October ha will
ha sixty vears old, ¥z birthplace is ane
of the oldast In the State and ir only n
few donre from Tonefellow's old home,
which by the way, wis bullt by ene of
Toed's ancestors. Reed tanght echool
and got money ennugh together In some
way to go to Bawdoln College. Hera he
partly worked hla way through setting
nlong well a2 he eould, Mis famlly wera
pood New Englandors who had enangh
money for themselves hut not enourh to
Fiva 1o » We strapping boy for “bonk
Tarnin’.” Teed wanted to learn o he got
the money for himaolf,

When ke gradunted tn 1800 he went to
Callfornia and hers he was admitted to
this har, dolng very good work, but he
longed to get hack hame #» ha returned
tn Partland and enmmenced practice: bot
there wns very Title money in it. Then
began his  polltiesl career. Tin was &
member of the State Honsge of Roprasen-
tativen fn 6508 and m memher of the
Stnte Sennte fn 150, Tn W07 he was
Attarpevienernl of Malne and for the
rext flve vearn was Cliv  Balleltar. Ho
wite electad] for the Foriv-fifth Congress
in ‘77 and has beaen in Congress eyer sinee.
Ho was made Spanker of the Hotuge In
Decembor # and trom that time on his
prblle career It wall known,

Thomae B, Reod {s an excellont sxample
of a politlelan who can work a lifatime
In polities without getting rich, Living in
Washington during tha rest of the vear
and working hard sl tlhe time, he has
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THE NEW SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE

so that he Is

1t
siiceesded In Axing himse et the

wall off, but nothing more.
money question is one of the reasons for
his retirement from the leadership. The
inoome 1% $60,000 and Is too great to bo Te-
fused, on account of his family.

The law firm which Mr, Teed wil} he-
come the head of in the fall s the firm
of Simpson, Thacker and Barnum, which
does busipess at 10 Wall strest. The firm
has mads overtures to Mr. Roed for some
tUmea but it s only recently that he
arrived thers ena morning and told them
that ho had concluded to foin them.

The firm with which tha Spenker has
[dentiind himeelf was fomred fiftern
vears ago, It consists of John w. Bimp-
won, Thomas Thacher, Willlamn M. Bar-
num and Phillp (. Bartlett.

Mr. 8lmpeon 15 A son-in-law of the
lais Goorge I Seney, and has been for
yoars counsel for the Manhattan Trust
and other eorporations, as well as for

Moora & Bchley and other Wall strest
bLrolere
Thomas Thacher 1s & son of the Jate

Professor Thacher, of Yale Unlversite
o Is & graduate of the Uniyersity and of
tha law school and has heen frequently
talked af far a Vinlted States judeship

Willlam . Barnum = algo a Yala man,
having been a classmate of Frank .
Pintt, son of Senator Thomae <. Plath,
and member of the law firm of Tracy,
Boardman & Platt. Mr. Barnum was
son of the late Senntor Harnum, for
many yeors Democtatie leader in Con.
nectient, Mr, Bartlett {8 still another
Yalo mnn,

The Bpenker Is xald to have heen A9-
sured of an income of 4060 o vear and
hiz friends say that 1t will amount to
$0.000 mare.

Mr. Roeed has not yet declded shathar
he will lénse n housa In New York st
firet or not. Ha Is very hesitant about
wiving up the beautiful resldence at Y
jand and he wishes to keep his cottove
at Grond Beach, Malne, for summer nnt
inge. His wife and daughter, Miss Kiltty
Reed, are, however, very fond of his so-
cloty and very fond of homa 11fe, 29 the
Bpenker finds himsplf hesiinting botwesn
ono of New York's palnes hoteln and n
resldence on Fifth avenue. One thing la
certnin. e will bring his lihrdry to New
Yark and this means that Gotham wiil
bacoma tha home of thg tinest law [[ibrary
in the United States.
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SONG BIRDS OF
THE SUNNY SOUTH

Brief Netes on Their Habits and Vocal
Powers,

OF HOME LIFE.

- — e

GLIMPSES

In Southern Virgmia W here the Wo.

men are Queons Endowed with

All the Graces of Person and
Beaunties ol Character,

—e s

HYDE PARK, VA, April 20—This is a
poriect April day nnd the orchard and
woodland are crowneil with Wi aths c‘p:
pursting bloom and blossoim. The dog-
wood Is. pltehing lis wiiite tent in the
meadow and Lthe crocus opops Ils s
of gold to catoh the morning dow drope,
The duffodll nods his yellow plumes by

the murmuring brook and ths pi vin-
et §5 peoping is hond from Its m Lther-
bosom. Clulden oricics and brighy pia=
maged birds, wh eilver throals are

quivering with melocy, dart in oand out

among the tender buds and I aflets, llep-
ing thelr mintaturs cills or tWiiteTiog
thelr gossamer modleys. Wateh one of

them. Now he pulks up his long, s (5 3
tall or brandishes It Lke a tiny war cluig
now ho swings arily fiom twig to 1Wig
and anon he darita and almom toms a

somersault o pursuit of a fiiiting ns

The BEaltimore oriala whistles hill

but makes little melody and  ocxe-
cutes no tune. But there is same com
pensation; his gorgoons of black and
gold far outehines attire of hils rel-
ative, the orciinrd orlole, clnd in modesg

comparison  of
& "A'lm

brick-red and black, A
the voral talent of thess twe
me 1o say that Lord Haltimore hak ns
good & volos ns hin cousln, but lneks the

orchard oriole’s fecha leml kil dhd var-
fod expression, I ong Is auite viva-
olous, the vory essance of condinlity and
good will, It s n i mesn o frml pere
formance either, bot e dlatl shed by
A swestnees of tone and o variety of ox-
presslon that are hy no means to be

desplsed. Some of his puthursts are qilits
sauey ax if he were guy yon or dnr-
Ing ¥ou to put salt on his 18l 1T you ean,
A kind of whispering sometimes floals
down from the treas which s the anin-
1epuenca affoptlonate sentiment—no
doubt a love song meant anly for the
carn of hin mata
IN THR SOUTH,

Tant Anrll we made a tour of the Gt
Ktates, spanding n week alog the const
whers 1 was a busy loltarer on the alert
for Dirds. Aprll in this atituda s the
counternart of June in our Middla and
Naew BEngland §tates, Thera can he no
Aoubt that thess orlotes hreed on the Culf
coast, for white T have fonnd na nosts
¥ saw one femals carrying Dullfing mna
terinl In her heal, It s strange how
nature endows mpoma of the humhlest of
her ereatures, when Wa obsarve the
quaint homes bullt by these featheren
architects. The mracefil, penfant mest
of tha oridle, the dainty e} & of the
humming Hrd, the mers exmvation
sard a= mada Ly the ostrich, or the in-
pumerabln and varled forms of neas
constructed by the horts af thae fenth.
ered tribea, each and nll wresent a Te-
markabla ndaptation to the Individui)
requirements of the tullider. Put thera
ara certaln extrasrdinary farme which
have hoen described hy trwvelors that ara
especially deservine of nolice on account
of thelr great slwe or prealinrity of cone-
piryetion. Tn regard 10 sipe mav ‘& maen-
tigned the neat of the mound-bullding
meganoditis n hird af Anstenling which
in color and size resembles the partridge
A nest of this bird measured by the or.
nitholopist Gonid, wan fourteen fosr high

ot

and had a cireumference of one
hundred and 011y foot.  CompRred
with the wize of 1 he hHird the

Almensions of surh A moyntnin ars Al-
most prodiplous and we ask how, wWithaits
beak and clnwe onle for plck nxe ana
entire means of transpart ft contrives to

- gt together ach A mnss of materiale?

Ome of the first brds to attenet my notica
was the summer 1AnNRECT which lonks al-
most ke a carmine eoxe fiitting in the
Jiye oaks and pines. Te is first cousin
ta the scarlet tanager, whose summer
habitat 1 more northern and wha rears
his family ia Ohlo snd Kentuoky. 1

1 L4 B [alids B
structing her nest near Rixloxi, one nt
the most heantiful pointa on the dellght.
ful trip Letwaen Mohlle and New Orleans.
fhe was daintlly Inying her flexible tim.
Yers tn a erotoh on the horizgental hranth
of & pine tree about twenty feet from the

only tlis male Hird of any species renders
vocal musice It was interesting 10 muke
a comparative study of the brown thrash-
er oft the coast with those that migrata
in summer to the nort The southern
thrasher noesd mot be ashamed of his
vocnl powers even in cass of comparison
with  the celebrated mocking bird,
Granted that he docs not poesesy the
gift of imitation, at least To any marked
degree, yot his tonss are powerful, often
exguisitely sweet and his technical skill
& sametimes marvelous, Then he infuses
sn much passlon And unctuousnessy Into
his monig, Por an hour ha will deseant In
& continuous strain, el his runs and
eomiinations  heing strintly  original
whila the morker's song Is ferky, spas-
modie, ndleativa of a fickls spirly and
almost all his strains are horrowed from
his fallow-minstrals of birdland. T do not
mean 1o daparare the mocker's voeal
gifts. T only want to do Justics to the
thrasher which Kas obylous points of su-
perinrlty a8 a lyrist, Down whera ths
guif hreeze blows dlandly tha thrashers
wera busy with thelr honeahnald Guties,
already rearing thelr familles, while their
rolatives possessad by the migrating ma-
nin, wore just arriving at thefr northern
homes and would scarcely hatch thelr
first bhroods for o month

1 found the wond thrusl mare ntumeroys
there than In Virginla and thelr notes
nare rhythimin and more meliflunus in that
nearly trapieal olimats than hern in the
Middle Siatesw Thelr woang Ix glaw aAnd
Aelfherate, hut in the richness of their
trittinge and warbing the wond thriash Ia
envily tha artlst of the American Torest
They dwell and =ing In the seeluded
haunts and deep ravines of tha woodland
and do not disappear In winter

By the way, where do ths linnet, the
eathird, martin, swallow and many othors
evord the winter? 1 wonder |t any of
these summer Indlvidunls flest Tonr A
family In the south angd then eoma narth-
ward lnter (n the sehsnn th coniinus tho
wark of nldifleatian. Twenivaflva vears
nea the cathind arrived In Vieginia from
Yila gorithern winter home about the mid-
dta of April and the rahin had patched
Bifars the Arst of My, Pod Intterly tha
formor arrives nhont the first of May ang

tha Intter hatods

" Miar

Sa much far the thange of sosson In
the late advent of =prlng thees Intter
vanrt, The linnet, that was farmeriy o

weleoma summor visltar. ne Jangar ,“;.
peirs in thie seetlon: and twenty years
ngn T eondd eount ™ varietlos r;l' -Inlrdi
hornin the park whils pow they
ovar & dozen, But the nhlguitous Fnglish
sparrow (s fionirlshing in the Innd and that
fu probatly tha eanse  PHA you know that
Instinet teaches Lirds to return to the
snma premlsns aarh suroeedifie anil reogr.
ting voar where they rejoin thele own
families?

: GAMY PInDa
Thera are gams hirde herea too, he 1t
ni!d for the beneflt of the soorteman Wa
have deor, foxes, turkevs, pheasant (or
rough ero Y. quall, snipe, woodooek, to
fny nothing of enbpa, opossams, squirrels,
riohbits, ete, The wild turkey, the nhlest
games blrd of Amorien. Is honted with the
sotter, which, having seented thee trafl,
phirsnes it manidly, never opetiing unt!l
suddenly (dashing info the flack, flushir
und seattering the panfe-gtricken hirds in
wvitry direction. The Kuntsman then cor.
oenle himeglf noislexsiy in a Blind con-
siructed of hrash or hnshes and after a
¥lenca of about M minulés procesds to
eall with an imitater (mada ardinarily of
Arv oTTer and torkey wing bone) when the
unwary hirde responding to the orll, ap-
pronch the Blind and are shot down,

Dear e multipiying rapidly hers in
gauthern  Virginin, Flunting  deer with
haunds 1s good sport in that it matches
the Inmtinet and speed of ona animnal
amalnst another and thers 2 a postie in-
epiraflon in the sweet reho of a winding
harn reversbrating throngh tha wooded
slopes at early dawn and calling up the
responkive musie of the deep-mouthed
deer hounds' cheering cry and filline one
wth sensations nn athep sport awakens:
and affording & forétuste of that Inde-
seribabla  theill and frenzvy which selze
the amateis suo=teman at tha eritleal mo-
mant. eausing the huck ague, and # he
fires at #11 the shot goes wida of the
mark Orey foxea nbound, but the reds
from migration and other causes are al.
mnet 0‘?"“"-

But, after all, that whish interests any-
hody most about any eountry i Iis wo-
men and its homes, and Southern Vir-
ginin hnx her chlef glory In thees chars
acteristica distinctive durlng past geners-
tlors and yet prominent in the liviag
present—a nohls womanhood born of &
1and where pvery man s a soverslmm,
svery woman 18 a oueen. Indeed, the
tndetnafile charm and Influence of the
fouthern woman never found troer ex-
emplification than hers in the good old
counties of Prince Fdward, Nottoway,
Amelia, Comberiand, Dinwiddla and T.an-
nenbure. While the Eouthern girl of the
ol reglme may be passing away with
other things that pass and mnny of the
old homestends, relies of bymona glory,
are far fram being in that state of prince.
1y elegaticn whilch dlatingulahed them in
the days whon the Virginia landlord was
monnreh of all he surveved, the home
lite ts still kept up in many oases hy a
strict ndherenca to old usages, such as
in which the sarvants ares

to the growing of vemetallea and fruits
and gven to the oulinery art snd houpe
hold managemant; for hera you enjoy
=nowy pillows on Christiun hods, with
linen, lavender-gconted sheets, pund warm
soft blankets, to dredin of days gone by,
and feast on hiseuits and rolls o lght
they almost fly out of the platos: heef-
ntedk, tender ns an Infant's smila and
willles to & turn. For Aunt Dinah whs
tralned to cook by “ole missus ‘fo de
wah,” and do mufliny must be brown and
rizén when de pompany com;” and the
caw, In honor of our coming, gives down
nothing bhut cream. Tha type of Southern
woman as found In Sauthseide Virginla, Is
charming hocauss sha knows noihing but
nnture, She I8  supremely  Indifforent
about soclal vogus hecause thers ln 1't-
erally no ona whom she looks up to, She
holds, backed up by the fasts of history,
that most of the gnod blood In the enun-
try Is In the Southern States, and In a
perfectly  kindly way sha lnoks wupen
Northerners, Fasterners and Westernora
n= less fortunate sisters, but In spite of
thls cherished convietlon slie In Ineapabla
of nrrogance. Her volee In sweof and her
manner frank, kind, free, cordial;, gontle
T'ntll lately she was Indifferent ahout
money and ehormous fortunes smackod
1o hoer of vulgarity. But In the shufMs
tima poritions have bean strikinely re.
voreed anil fn many lustances sha Yas
heen compelicd Lo anter tho lst of bread-
winners.

Anropos of homa life In Southern Vir-
Finls wa bag 10 present soveral repres
rentative matrons who ars sustulning tha
01 Dominlon's well-known prostigs for
:!; delightful and world-renowned sockal
e,

SOMHB PROMINENT WOMEN.

Améng the belles of yesterdiay Mres.
Marndth Watson stiil retalns the henuty
of her girthood, the reflned, womanly ex-
préesion, the sweetly changing moblle
features, the soft, melodlous yolee and
a Neve Ming courtesy of manner. Sho
Is & typleal Southern woman with soclal
gifts and tact and entertalng In generous
Bouthern style at her bLeautiful home,
“Weodland," near Nottoway. Woodland
was bullt and formerly owned by John
Dupuy (n wenlthy Huguenot and nristo-
crst and gentlemnn of tha old sohuol,
whose brothers acttied In Prince Edward
where severnl of the Dupuy familiea still
reslde) and v a model homestend that
roprosents ithe O Virginia In that “pro-
vincial simpliclty” and hospltalily which
holds {1 reverent and affectionata remems-
brance grandfather's clock, that once
stood In the corner and struck the hour
for the gond, ald-time mid-day meal, and
the tea-cups that once stood on the high
oak dreeser In grandmother's kitchen,
The grand old house (with fiftéen rommns<)
gaw the beglnning of the century, and
tha large halie and porticos preserved in
thetr ahtique style are linked with sacred
meémories and there is something in the
surroundings that seems to exact a trib-
ute of veneratflon.

Mrs. Holen MoLean Agmew. of Hurke-
ville, Is a daughier of the lats Colonel
Samuel Mclean, who was a membop of
Congreas from Montana and afterwards
was one of Nottoway's most enterprising
and puble.spirited citizeéns. Sho is o ro-
markably clever woman with refinnd
taste and rara lerury attainments and
scholnrship. She 18 a gradunto of Hollln's
Institute and was a leading spirit In tha
literary s=ociety there and some of her
papers and essays read befora the facuity
rocglved the commendations of tha most
exacting eritles, As the wife of Cashler
Porkin's Agnew sha Is the mistress of
“Invarness,” the fine old nristocratic es-
tats near Burkeville She Is & sweet
mother, gonerons friend and ax Yong as
Vitginia possess such women the palm
will rematn with her,

Mrs. €8amuel Burke, whose Tamily were
the founders and formerly the principal
swners of Hurkevilla, residés In a ple-
turesqua and Interesting home {one hun-
dred years old) bullt In old English styvle
and preserved from the colonial era. Tt
much Jgesembles some of the pleasant
h‘om-\u in old Gloucester and tidewatsr,
Vi She has a rare colleation of curlos,
hric-a-brac and revolutlonary relles, and
the walls of some of the Inrge, old-fash-
loned rooms are adornal with & porfectly
panorama of auaint old paintings and
pletures from Waxhington's day down tn
tha Bpanisl.Amerioan war: and nro ns-
goclated with many old Virginla houses
parties of the ante-bellum regime—the
young people filling the old rooms—the
young lovers telling the same old story—
wo trend hallowed ground and are =ur-
rounded by cherlahed momories.  Mra,
Burke was Allce Moncure, of Caroline,
and a nlece of the late Judge Mancure, of
tha Court of Appeals. Wa mentlon in
passing, Hon, Walter Watson, of Notto-
way, as n notable exponent of that un-
unatsuming modesty and eourtly presence
which marked the young Virginian of the
olden time. Ho was an honored member
of the State Sannts at the early nge of
2% and had been twlee elected Common-
wealth's Attorney at 5. He Is a graduate
of the old Hampden Sydney and the Uni-
varsity of Virginla, and has always been
possessed, espock his collega

‘days, of & remark mem - and con-
ot -
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ACCOUNTS OF BONDS OF THE UNI STAT
ETATH AND OF OTHER 8TATES, 3 ND ALSO
CORPORATED CITIES IN THIS STATE, AN

BONDS AND STOCKS, OWNELD AHSOLUTEL

=oo
b |

ANY,

Par Value, Market Valus
United States 3 per cent. bonds. ..., § 50,000 00 §  BLNe 0
nited Siates 4 per cent, bonds.... i 75,0685 () 4,000 00
Vieginin State 3 per cent, bonds.......e. B0 000 09 474,00 )
};ir:lztuln Simte 3 per cent, E'r.tml.-l.......... “:{‘gg 1.5 10 ':
chmond City & per cent. hotids..oav. N 77 T ¢
Richmaondg l'l:?‘ @ l;.a-z' evnt. hoti 167 660 DO l“_‘."-|: L]
Fichm City & per eont. Bonds..oeneens 11 400 00 1-'» 442 10
Richmond Clty 4 per eent. bonUE.....e.. 0000 00 1,000 1K)
Patershurg 6 per cont, bonds . ooinesssnsss 20.000 00 .;‘1\» g
= § par cent. honds,..... 1,500 00 -:““'
ire B oper cent. honds, ... 8,100 00 6,570
. . Matlroad 5 per eent. Bondm, .. ..o 11000 00 11200 60
A. & 8 Walroad & per cent, BondE ... 14.000 00 14,000 (9
R.F P, Rallroad 7 per cent, bonds.. 8758 50 lll..‘ﬁ) 6
1, F. & 1*, Rallrosd 5 per cent, honds.... 13.5m 16 14,565 f7
Georgln Midland &, K. 3 per cent. bonds. 47,000 00 20, N 00
b, V. & P R R, common stock.... ... 30000 LD
R.¥F. & ;. R, R. guar. § per cent. stock.. L 450 0
R. F. & I". . R. guar. 7 per cent. stock. fm:::" 14,080 00
1. F. & 1. R, R, dlv, pbligation.. . 2800 00 3:}:"'1
Natlonal viank of Virginin stoek v o 1::' ::
Jirst  Nnutignal Bank storK......e .. | ".‘t‘l"
Bthta Tlank of Viegloin stoek...cvesvoponcs b l,.;ﬂl:\l
'tv B of Blchmond stoek....coveneanes 1.'\.: .';;
Tetersburg Agqueduct Company gtocK..ee B i}

st vahie. . ... &
W eOmpany's principal office. ... .n
vin to the company doposited i.r’ hank
tum prd paecrusd on honda not I elnded in
minms ins written in t

three monthe dun and MOT.ccees
Billn reociopblo, not matured. ..o Sk aseaseseaTE

all a==ate af the COMPMANY .o

The zroan amount of
irly ghould e Aeduoted from

¥
he policles) in conrse of colles

TRANCE St
AL R OF THE STATE
LIC ACCOUNTS OF
£ 7O THE LAWS

FLM5,106 B3 $L345,10 £2
1,854 ng
il

13604
1.0% B

 $1.49,23 18

the phove Rsknts of Bocount

maount wl -
"nn, it { daubiful dobts and securities, viz.: on gross premiums in
courde of colloctiON. ciceisianesans daesrsas EERTARNIAEN Srasrasras [ 1,068 ™
greeat moutit af all nexetn of the eompany, stated at thelr art-
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